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Vineyards were not unknown, there are thirty-eight in
Domesday Book, mostly in monasteries It is not absolutely
necessary to suppose a much greater warmth of climate, as the
wine may have been more like vinegar, it was sweetened and
flavoured with honey and blackberries

It is worth while noting that the stock, live and dead, of a
farm was worth much more than the land, and this fact probably
made it easier for the custom of primogeniture, i e. inheritance
by the eldest son, to spread from military fiefs to socagc and
villein tenure. Only in Kent did the ancient custom of gavcl-
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kind, equal inheritance of land by all the sons, survive*. But
since stock and chattels wore inherited by all, and since they
were of much more value than the land, primogeniture was not
so great an injustice, and it tended to keep the holding together.
But the heir must often have found himself with too little stock
for his land, and bargains and exchanges wore no doubt frequent.
Outside Supplies* The chief things that the village had to
buy from outside were, as in the eleventh century, iron, steel
(which cost four times the price of iron), salt, and mill-stones,
Of these last, the best came from near Paris, and we find bailiffs
calling on the villeins to help cart them on the last stage of their
journey. Salt was largely got by evaporating sea-water, and